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THE COURSE INTRODUCES STUDENTS TO RESEARCH METHODS IN
LITERATURE. IT STARTS WITH HELPING STUDENTS CHOOSE A TOPIC
THEN MOVES TO ACQUAINTING STUDENTS WITH EFFECTIVE WAYS OF
FINDING AND DEALING RESOURCES. THE COURSE OFFERS AN
EXTENSIVE TREATMENT OF HOW STUDENTS SHOULD TREAT PRIMARY )
AND SECONDARY MATERIALS. ISSUES RELATED TO DOCUMENTATION, e g1
AND THE FORMAT OF RESEARCH PAPERS AND DISSERTATION WILL BE
ALSO INTRODUCED. THE COURSE CONCLUDES WITH INTRODUCING
STUDENTS TO THE BASICS OF PUBLISHING THEIR WORK IN ACADEMIC
JOURNALS
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The aim of this course is to trace the social and political changes that shaped
American Drama and to examine the achievements of the main figures within the
literary movement in America.The course will begin with a general review of
American literature from the beginning of the 18" century, the Revolutionary period,
and leading up to the contemporary period. The focus will be on the main trends in
American Drama as exemplified in its main figures including: Anna Cora Mowatt,
George Aiken, Susan Glaspell, Eugene O’Neill, Elmer Rice, Lillian Hellman,
Thornton Wilder, Arthur Miller, Tennessee Williams, Lorraine Hansberry, Edward
Albee, Sam Shepard, Ntozake Change, Suzi-LoriParks, and David Henry Hwang.
These dramatists embody most of the political, social, and dramatic changes that

reflected upon the birth of modern America.
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This course introduces students to a selection of American poetic voices ranging,
historically speaking, from the time of the early settlements to the twenty-first
century. Students will be introduced to the way American poetry and literature
began to establish their difference from the European models which they used to
imitate and to the American experiments in themes and poetic forms especially in
the twentieth century. The study of poetry will pay attention to the social and the
cultural contexts and the major literary movements which influenced the writing of
the poems. The course will attempt to be as comprehensive as possible to acquaint
students with the writings of American poets from all ethnic backgrounds in the

American society.
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This course introduces students in the MA in American Literature Program to the
diversity of the American culture and literatures by focusing on the literatures of
the ethnic minorities in the United States, a part from the African American
literature, which will be studied in a separate course. Students will have the
opportunity to examine new dimensions of the American experience which began to
emerge from the shadows as the writings of Native, Latino, Asian, Immigrant and
Arab Americans began to find themselves a place next to the dominant American
writers of Europeans origins. The course will emphasize a close reading of a number
selected novels and short stories and highlight their cultural and historical contexts.
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This module focuses on the developments inﬁmodern literary theory since the 1920s
up to the present - from Russian Formalism to Post-Modernism and Post-
Colonialism, including the main literary-theoretical trends such us, Psychoanalysis,
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(Post-) Structuralism and Deconstruction. The aim of the module is less to present
an exhaustive survey of modern literary theory and more to investigate the political,
social and philosophical contexts that led to significant changes in the perception of
the value and role of the writer, the text, the critic, and the literary establishment.
Affinities and continuities, as well as breaks and oppositions, between the successive
and various literary theories will be observed. While it stresses the extensive
production in literary theory, the module also sheds light on the recent ‘death’ of

literature, in its classical sense, and the birth of ‘cultural’ studies.
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In this course, the life, works, socio-literary context, and enduring influence of a
major figure in the American literary tradition (either from the 19th or 20th
centuries) are examined in detail. The instructor may choose one of the following

suggested authors: Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry James, Stephen Crane, Mark B
Twain, Herman Melville, Edgar Allan Poe, William Carlos Williams, John Dos Passos,
Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and William Faulkner.
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This course aims to examine the development of Contemporary American fiction,
from the Realist fiction of the second half of the 19th century, and the experimental
Modernism of the first half of the 20th century, through to the late 20th century
contemporary period. The course begins with a review of the dominant mode of
Realism in the 1870s and 80s, as exemplified by William Dean Howells and Henry
James. It then moves on to the development of Naturalism (Theodore Dreiser) as an
outgrowth of that Realist movement. The main focus of the course will be on the
Modernist fictions of the early 20th century, particularly, the experimentation with
narrative technique by William Faulkner. The course will also examine the impact
of the First World War on the 'Lost Generation' by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest
Hemingway, and Gertrude Stein. Other writers include: Hart Crane, Sinclair Lewis,
Raymond Chandler, Ralph Ellison, Saul Bellow, Vladimir Nabokov, Thomas Wolfe,
John Steinbeck, Norman Mailer, John Barth, James Baldwin, Flannery O’Connor,
Toni Morrison, John Updike, Philip Roth, Thomas Pynchon, Alice Walker, and Sandra
Cisneros. The outcome of the course will be students' ability to engage actively with

modern American fiction and its cultural contexts.
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This is a survey of major African-American writers (with particular emphasis on
autobiography and fiction writers) starting with the slave narratives of Olaudah
Equiano, Harriet Jacobs, Frederick Douglas, and moving on to fictional and
autobiographical works by Zora Neal Hurston, Jean Toomer, Booker T. Washington,
James Weldon Johnson, James Baldwin, Richard Wright, William B. DuBois, Alice

Walker, and Toni Morrison.
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This course aims at introducing students to American women writers, giving a full
review of the social, political, philosophical and religious implications that
dominated and informed them. It will cover selections of novels and short stories by
such writers as Dorothy Allison, Margaret Eleanor Atwood, Elizabeth Bishop, Pearl
Sydenstricker Buck, Willa Cather, Hilda Doolittle and Edith Wharton. Practice on o i)
fully understanding all aspects of the selected novels and short stories such as plot,
theme, setting, narrative, and characterization is also provided. Finally, two women
writers should be chosen to be read and studied in some detail. Every student is

expected to submit a term paper on one of the topics discussed in class.
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Thesis consists of independent research and writing on a selected topic in American
Literature under the supervision of an advisor. Students will take up this course only g gl

after the permission of the thesis advisor and the Head of the department.
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THIS IS AFOUNDATION COURSE, WHICH INTRODUCES THE SCIENTIFIC
DESCRIPTION OF HUMAN LANGUAGE AND THE BASIC NOTIONS OF
LINGUISTICS. THE COURSE TEACHES METHODS OF ANALYZING
LANGUAGES’ SOUND SYSTEMS (PHONOLOGY), WORD STRUCTURE
(MORPHOLOGY), SENTENCE PATTERNS (SYNTAX), AND SYSTEMS OF
MEANING (SEMANTICS AND PRAGMATICS). IT ALSO PROVIDES A BRIEF
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF EMERGENCE OF LINGUISTICS IN 20T#
CENTURY AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF VARIOUS SCHOOLS WITHIN IT

FROM SAUSSURE TO CHOMSKIAN VIEW OF LANGUAGE.
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This course introduces phonetics and phonology. It aims to develop analytical and
critical thinking skills in phonology, including the skills of identifying interesting
facts of pronunciation, constructing analyses of these facts, and looking for
additional facts relevant to the analysis. This will help the students to use the
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knowledge of human sounds for any descriptive and contrastive analyses of
language(s) and varieties.
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The course provides a gentle and practical introduction to how empirical research
is planned. It will emphasize the relationship between a question and a hypothesis
being researched, measurement techniques, and design the research for the
presentation of statistical results. Topics covered include: the layout of a research
report; where hypotheses come from and how to state them; sampling; data Lo gt
gathering and measurement; basic designs; visual display of results; some common
statistical tests and how to get the computer applications (No knowledge of
Mathematics or Computing is assumed at this stage). It will look at quantitative

approaches.
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The course covers three linguistic aspects: Psycholinguistics, Language Acquisition,
and Research proposal writing. Psycholinguistics aims to develop an awareness and
understanding of different variables that interact with and upon the learning of a
language. This will enable the students to develop the theoretical background of
learning language. Language Acquisition aims to explore major issues in language
learning from psycholinguistic, social and cultural perspectives, theories of second o gt
language acquisition: universal grammar and second language acquisition, and
effects of age on language acquisition. The research proposal writing is in
continuation to the course ‘Language Research Methodology’. Students are
supposed to write a research proposal and present it in the classroom which will be

assessed.

1047234-3 5 ydall @3 Ay judmd N RALN B b ually gmid) 5 rdall gt

- | Galeat! cullaielt - ighes 3 g v 1Sl gl aue

The first section of the course intends to provide the study of word structure and
word-formation processes, and how these interact with phonology, syntax, and the
lexicon. This course will explore some issues concerning the internal structure of
words. After a brief introduction to some basic terms and concepts, it will discuss
the interaction of morphology with phonology. It will also look at some problems
raised by inflectional morphology, clitics and compounds. The second section is an
introduction to the formal analysis of grammatical structure. The course aims to
familiarize the student with Principles and Parameters Theory (PPT), the theoretical
framework which currently dominates the field of syntax. The course will provid a
step-by-step, hands-on introduction to the minimalist theory of syntax developed by
Noam Chomsky over the past ten years. Illustrative material will largely be drawn
from varieties of English. The course will familiarize the students with descriptive
techniques, theoretical concepts, and styles of argumentation associated with
minimalist syntax; provide them with sufficient grounding in minimalist syntax to

ER
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enable them to cope better with other courses (e.g. in Acquisition, Disorders or
Psycholinguistics) which presuppose some background in minimalist syntax; help to
understand and appreciate the relation between linguistic theory and data.
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In the first section, semantics, students will learn the basic concepts of modern
linguistic semantics, both at the lexical and syntactic levels, to enhance their general
competence in English that will help them in teaching vocabulary and sentence
grammar. The second section, discourse analysis, aims to explain the theory of
discourse analysis and to demonstrate its practical relevance to language learning ]
and teaching. Discourse analysis examines linguistic structure that exists beyond
the sentence level. The course will consider the structures of naturally occurring
spontaneous speech (such as conversations, interviews, oral narratives) and those

in written text.
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In this course students will be expected not simply to read English literature to think
for style and expressions but to assimilate, analyse and comment on the use and
usage of language and the style of its writers. The course outline has been designed

in a systematic way. It includes an explanation of kinds of literature, introduction to —

literary terms, movements, and linguistic and semantic analysis on selected versions
of poetry, drama and novels by various authors of various ages.
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This course will be based on the current syntactic theory, covering the principles
and parameters presented by Chomsky that govern phrase structure, movements,
and binding of different types of noun phrases. The emphasis will be given to English
syntax but evidence from Arabic language will also be analyzed in the classroom, in Lo gut)
keeping with the comparative and Universalist perspective of modern syntactic
theory. Intensive introduction to transformational syntax will be provided to

students to the surface and deep structure of syntax.
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In this course students will present and discuss articles from the reading list, which
cover a number of aspects of text and web mining. Topics to be covered include
phonetics and phonology; morphology and syntax; semantics and discourse analysis; Lo gt
translation studies etc. The final grade will be based on class presentation,
participation and on a project.
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Thesis consists of independent research and writing on a selected topic in
Linguistics under the supervision of an advisor. Students will take up this course g gl

only after the permission of the thesis advisor and the Head of the department.
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