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This guide contains the basic information for writing and formatting 

thesis reports at Taif University. The guide does not contain details that 
may depend on the scientific discipline which is in accordance with the 

directives of the relevant departments in this regard.

Notes on thesis structure and organization:
• The thesis may include some additional

parts/sections/chapters such as:
Conclusion and Recommendations,
Annexes, etc.

• It may also includes an index page
(Index).

• The results may be combined with the
discussions into one chapter.

• The final division and structure of the
thesis depends on the nature of the
research being conducted, the
researcher's method of presenting
his/her data and the specialization
studied by the student.
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• The Deanship of Graduate Studies at Taif University follows the style of Harvard University's American
Psychological Association (APA). The order of references shall be taken alphabetically according to the
name of the author, whether Arab or foreign, with the difference that the Arabic name is written
completely starting with the first name and then the middle and then the title, while the English name is
written by the last name and then the primary letters of the first name and the middle if any.

• Reference management software such as EndNote is preferred to automatically and correctly insert
references.

• Eexamples of writing the list of bibliography is shown below. More details on reference writing is given
shortly in this booklet.
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Abstract

Here you will write your abstract (not more than one page, limited to a maximum 
of 400 words)
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• The Deanship of Graduate Studies at Taif University follows the style of Harvard
University's American Psychological Association (APA). The order of references shall
be taken alphabetically according to the name of the author, whether Arab or foreign,
with the difference that the Arabic name is written completely starting with the first
name and then the middle and then the title, while the English name is written by the
last name and then the primary letters of the first name and the middle if any.

• To write a correct and complete scientific citation, it must include two parts:
o In-text citation, which indicates that the reference is mentioned alongside the

text being directly or indirectly quoted from another source. The in-text citation
differs according to the style of writing the references used in the research such
as [the name of the author / authors and the year of publication for APA, or the
number of reference for numbering style. The page number quoted is also
indicated if the quotation is direct.

o Bibliography, which includes a complete reference phrase mentioning the name
of the author or the names of the authors, the name of the reference, the date
of publication, the publishing house, etc. The information varies according to the
type of reference. Is it a book or research paper published in a scientific journal,
conference paper, a website and so on.

• Reference management and automated programs such as EndNote and others are
recommended. The graduate student must refer to a sample of good scientific thesis in
his/her scientific specialization.
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